
 

 
Discussion Guide 

Luke 6:17-49 
 
“Jesus...came down from the hillside to a level field...looking intently at his followers, 
Jesus began his sermon...” (Luke 6:17, 20 TPT) 

Session One 
(With the abundance of questions, it is not anticipated that all will be used. Be sensitive 
to the flow of conversation and the leading of the Holy Spirit.)  
 
🔹Warm Up Question: What is a memorable sermon you have heard and why?  
 
🔹What are some Kingdom ethics or values that place devoted Christians in direct 
conflict with modern society?  
 
🔹Discuss Lawrence O. Richards’ statement: “’Respectability’ has never been a sign of 
spiritual achievement.”  
 
🔹Is it odd or startling to you that Jesus says those who experience poverty, hunger, 
sadness, and rejection are the blessed ones? Why or why not?  
 
🔹How does God feel about the poor and needy? (See Psalm 146 & Isaiah 58:6-7). 
 
🔹Which beatitude and associated promise (6:20-23) stand out the most to you? Why? 
 
🔹Discuss Luke’s use of the word ‘now’ in both the Beatitudes and the Woes. How does 
what may be true ‘now’ define a devoted disciple’s future? Conversely, how does what 
may be true ‘now’ define a worldly individual’s future? 
 
🔹Discuss the dangers of finding fulfillment in the wrong things. What can we expect 
from the world? What can we expect from God? 
 



Session Two 
 
🔹Warm Up Question: If you were left on a deserted island with either your worst enemy 
or no one, which would you choose? Why? 
 
🔹 Read Psalm 25:4, 9; 86:11. What are the signs that someone is teachable? What are 
the signs someone is unteachable? Why is teachableness the most important quality in 
a disciple?  
 
🔹How does the Golden Rule, “Do to others as you would have them do to you” (Luke 
6:31), upend the ‘Norm of Reciprocity’ which states that we treat others the way they 
treat us? How does Jesus apply this rule to the hardest case of all – hatred and broken 
relationships? 
 
🔹Why is it important to show goodness, kindness, and mercy to someone who hates 
you? (See also Luke 6:35-36; Romans 12:14-21; 1 Peter 3:8-9). 
 
🔹Discuss this statement… “To render good for evil is God-like. To render good for 
good is human-like. To render evil for good is devil-like.” Can you think of an example of 
each? Which one does our world need more of? Which one is a sign of true spiritual 
achievement? 
 
🔹Loving our enemies is about doing what is right, not seeking positive results. What 
happens when we trust God with the results? (Luke 6:35-36)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Session Three 
 
🔹Warm Up Question: Would you rather have super sensitive taste or 
super sensitive hearing? Why?  
 
🔹What have you learned about proper circumstances to judge?  
 
🔹What type of critical judgment have you experienced the most in your 
life?  
 
🔹What spirit of judgment are you more susceptible to?  
 
🔹What are non-verbal ways we can be critical? (“the sneer” The Message 
Bible) 
 
🔹How can we make improvements in being more affirming than critical 
with one another?  
  



 

Session Four  
 
🔹Warm Up Question: What is one of your favorite fruits?  
 
🔹What examples or thoughts can you share the truth that when we work 
on the “tree” the “fruit” naturally comes?  
 
🔹What is the danger of a cracked foundation? Share any experiences of a 
compromised foundation naturally and spiritually?  
 
Read Hebrews 11:10: Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city 
with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God (NLT).  
 
🔹What are you looking for? What kind of foundations does it have?  
 
🔹Share times you do well with building your life on eternal foundations and 
times when you don’t do so well with it. 
 
(Leader’s Note: Abraham lived by faith (11:9) because he was confidently 
looking forward to a city . . . designed and built by God. This was not an 
earthly city, but a city with eternal foundations. This contrasts with the tents 
in which Abraham lived. This city, though as yet unseen, stretches to 
eternity; thus, it is permanent and secure)  
Life Application New Testament Commentary. 
 
🔹Jesus said if you practice what I say you are building on the right 
foundation. 

• Comment on the saying, “Practice makes perfect.” Is that always 
true? Why or why not?  

• Consider this saying, “Perfect practice makes perfect.” What does 
that mean?  

(It is not just a matter of practicing, but rather practicing correctly to get the 
right results.) 
 
🔹Jesus said to practice His sayings. In this light, explain why it’s so 
important we know what Jesus said (The Word)? 
 
Optional/Bonus Question:   
🔹True or False: Our prayers or spiritual experiences cannot replace the 
Word of God.  Support your answer.  


